AWAKENING TO THE DWELLER IN THE HEART: 
redeeming the Redeemer

with Joseph Lee * July 20, 21, 22, 2007
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The power of the Christ lay not in blind devotion to a literary image, but in embodying the process of transformation that we too my realize ourselves as the sons and daughters of God.  The Messiah or Redeemer is the active principle of radical transformation from death to life; it is the source of the quickening that was promised to the faithful.  The Christ is to be lived not merely worshipped; to be embodied not observed as a statue from across a Cathedral, but to be discovered in all things.  Churchianity has replaced the legitimate discovery of Christ with everything from the near worship of evangelical preachers, to political agendas and multimillion-dollar conglomerates marketing products with Jesus as a trademark. Before and beyond all the institutionalization of Jesus, was a truth, a way, and a promise.  That promise if you…"split a piece of wood you will find me, lift a stone and I am there."  That early Way, that quite Path within, has always been with us.  The Dweller in the Heart has waited for life times, ever extending an open hand; this program is about grasping that open waiting hand: The hand of the Messiah, whose name YHSWH means ‘God as liberator’. 

July 20, 21, 22, 2007

United Metaphysical Churches Retreat Center, Roanoke, VA
Guided by the spirit of the Gnostic Essenes, we will explore the universal cycle of change as described in Egyptian, Greek, and Modern mythology, culminating in a powerful personal ritual of death and resurrection.* We will examine the spiritual principles that underlie the powers of the Messiah.  Then, through mystical chanting and meditation, we will attune to that redeeming consciousness.*By probing into the mystery of sacrifice and psychological death, we can understand the process of transformation of self and ego.  This understanding can empower us to validate and embrace this misunderstood spiritual experience. We will look into the psychospiritual experiences of this Quickening and the pain aspirants often experience being separated from the true Self.* Through the immense power of group ritual, we will embrace the Dweller in the Heart by way of enacting an ancient Gnostic text reputed to be the hymn Jesus sang with the Apostles.  

"And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the Mount of Olives." Matthew 26:30.

This hymn has been discovered and we will bring it back to life.
The Facilitator:

Joseph Lee, BFA, MSW, Jungian Analytic Candidate, is a recognized teacher in the tradition of Mystery School teachers, which reaches back into antiquity. His interest in esoteric spirituality became evident in his childhood. As a teenager, he was studying Theosophy, mystical Christianity, and Qabalistic texts; at eighteen, he was contacted by a group of Initiates and began his formal training in the Western Mystery Tradition. He experienced his spiritual education more often as a remembering than learning new information. During those twenty-seven years, he worked closely with extraordinary teachers from many traditions. Through his study groups, retreats, workshops, and lectures, Joseph carries on the tradition of passing a sacred Arcana "from mouth to ear." His public programs include: Invoking the Divine Feminine, Mysteries of Initiation, The Living Tarot, The Secret Energies of Relationships, Creating Personal and Family Rituals, The Tree of Life, Invoking the Angels, The Souls Journey Between Death and Rebirth, Approaching the Self Through the Body and The Mystic, The Magi, the Shaman. To facilitate the deeper transformations promised in the Ancient Wisdom, Joseph has founded and teaches through regional Mystery School Study Groups. He is also a regular and popular presenter at the Association for Research and Enlightenment (A.R.E.), and other organizations. Joseph is well known for his lively, challenging, intense, and humorous style of teaching. He sustains a private practice in Virginia Beach, VA focusing on transformational work with individuals. He combines this clinical training with his Qabalistic and intuitive abilities to facilitate this process of Tikkun, (spiritual awakening). You can reach Joseph at www.Joseph-Lee.com/esoteric_home.htm
Program Schedule

Friday, July 20 

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Check in

6:00 pm - Dinner

7:30 pm – Program begins

9:00 pm Get Acquainted Social/Reception, sponsored by UMC

Saturday, July 21

8:00 am – Breakfast

10:00 am – Program resumes

Noon - Lunch

2:00 pm -  Program resumes

6:00 pm – Dinner

7:30 pm – Program resumes

Sunday, July 22

8:00 am – Breakfast

9:00 am Final Program Meditation/Ritual

11:00 am Worship Service at UMC Chapel

Noon - Lunch

1:00 pm Check Out

Directions to UMC

We are located at 1488 Peters Creek Road, NW, Roanoke, Virginia, at the intersection of Hershberger Road (to the east), Peters Creek Road, and Peachtree Drive (to the west).

1. From Interstate 81 take the US 581 exit South (exit 143).

2. Take the first exit off of US 581, Peters Creek Road, South. Turn right on Peters Creek Road at the end of the exit ramp.

3. Turn right at the fourth traffic light (Hershberger to the left and Peachtree to the right).

4. Immediately bear left into the United Metaphysical Churches driveway.

If you are coming from Melrose Avenue or Salem, turn north on Peters Creek Road. At the first light (Hershberger to the right, Peachtree to the left), turn left and bear left into the UMC driveway. Upon arrival check in at the office.

Airport Arrivals

The Roanoke Municipal Airport (code ROA) is about 5 to 7 minutes away from UMC. If you are flying to Roanoke and need ground transportation, call the office at (540) 562-4889 and we will do our best to accommodate you. Let us know the date, arrival time, and airline you will be using. If you also need ground transportation to the airport upon your departure, please let the office secretary know your travel details—date, time, airline.

Registration

Awakening to the Dweller in the Heart
July 20, 21, 22, 2007

UMC Roanoke, VA

with Joseph
NAME (please print): _____________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________

CITY/ST/ZIP: __________________________________________________________________________

PHONE: Work: ___________________________ Home: _____________________________________

EMAIL: ______________________________ Your check #___________________________________

Rooms are double occupancy. I PREFER TO ROOM WITH: ___________________________________

VEGETARIAN: YES ___ NO ____

We will attempt to have a vegetarian entrée at all main meals (not vegan).

Cost: $275 includes lodging, meals, and workshop.

Make check to: “United Metaphysical Churches”

A $60 DEPOSIT IS REQUIRED TO HOLD YOUR RESERVATION.

Please send this form with your check to hold your reservation to:

UMC, 1488 Peters Creek Rd NW, Roanoke, VA 24017 

Ph: 540-562-4889   FAX 540-562-0520

Email: umcrke@aol.com
